Progeria: autopsy report of one case, with a review of pathologic findings reported in the literature.
An autopsy case of progeria associated with elastotic degeneration of the skin and preservation of the scalp hair, in a 20-year-old woman, is presented. The pathologic findings were scleroderma-like skin atrophy, elastotic degeneration of the skin, arteriosclerosis, atrophy of the endocrine glands, and acute peritonitis after appendectomy. In the reported cases of progeria, as in Werner's syndrome, no responsible parenchymatous organ has been identified. Rather, connective tissue, widely distributed throughout the entire body, may play an important role. The possible abnormal metabolism of connective tissue in progeria deserves further study.